                                               WordPower 
                                     Taming Your Tongue 
                                                              James 3:2-12
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
  The Danger Zone  (vss. 2-8)
   1. Profanity... verbal destruction of that which is holy (in the eyes of God.) 

   2. Criticism (without grace) ... verbal destruction of people in their own eyes. 

   3. Gossip ... verbal destruction of people in the eyes of others. 

   4. Self-Promotion ... verbal destruction of you in the eyes of others. 

  The Heart of the Problem (vss. 9-12)
   Truth #1. We have no power to tame it. 

   Truth #2: Our words are an outward reflection of an inward reality.  

                    Matthew 12:34

  Strength to Fight the Fire 

   1. Am I honest with myself?   James 1:26 

   2. Am I walking with God?  Galatians 5:22-23
   3. Am I thinking before speaking? 

      Psalm 39:1; Proverbs 10:19; 12:18; 21:23 
   4. Am I accountable to others? 

