Ask the Pastor Sunday, Sep 3rd 2011

A few years ago someone compiled a list of questions that kids have asked of God.  Questions like.  

1. God,  I read the bible. What does beget mean? Nobody will tell me.
2.  God, is it true my father won't get to Heaven if he uses his golf words in the house?
3.  Dear God, do you draw the lines around the countries? If you don't, who does?
3.  Dear God, did you mean for giraffes to look like that or was it an accident?
4. God, is Reverend Coe a friend of yours, or do you just know him through the business?

5.  Dear God, it is great the way you always get the stars in the right place. Why can't you do that with the moon?


This morning, for ask the Pastor Sunday, or children’s minister, Jesse Orme, has asked our kids at MZCC to provide some questions, so we’re going to begin with them.  

Gabrielle Orme asks, “Were there unicorns on the ark?”  Good question Gabrielle.  The Bible doesn’t specifically mention unicorns on the ark, so we have no real proof that they made it through the flood.  

Two of our kids asked, “How big was Noah’s ark?”  The answer to that question is found in Genesis 6:15.  It tells us that there that the ark was 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high.

Brooklyn Dillow asks a very good question.  She wants to know, “Why do only some of the Gospels talk about Jesus’ birth?”  Matthew and Luke provide details of Jesus birth.  Mark and John do not. I think another way of asking that question would be, “Why did the Gospel writers (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) write about different accounts of Jesus that are not included in all four Gospels.  I just pointed out in our last message series that the Apostle John included only 7 of the 34 miracles that Jesus performed.  

Simon Greenleaf, a well-known and accepted authority on what constitutes reliable evidence in a court of law, examined the four Gospels from a legal perspective. He noted that the type of eyewitness accounts given in the four Gospels—accounts which agree, but with each writer choosing to omit or add details different from the others—is typical of reliable, independent sources that would be accepted in a court of law as strong evidence. Had the Gospels contained exactly the same information with the same details written from the same perspective, it would indicate collusion, i.e., of there having been a time when the writers got together beforehand to “get their stories straight” in order to make their writings seem credible. The differences between the Gospels speak to the independent nature of the writings. Thus, the independent nature of the four Gospel accounts, agreeing in their information but differing in perspective, amount of detail, and which events were recorded, indicate that the record that we have of Christ's life and ministry as presented in the Gospels is factual and reliable.
Before we get to the rest of our questions this morning, let me say something first.  Many of you have asked, “What do you think about this? Or “What do you think about that?”  I think it’s important for me to make clear that what I think is really irrelevant.  Hopefully, I’ll do a good job of telling you what God has said in his Word in response to these questions.  When it comes down to it, His answer to these questions is the only one that counts.

And that is especially true of this next question… 

Would you ever perform a civil union ceremony?  There are many protestant ministers today who are coming out in support of civil unions and defending gay marriage.  And to them I want to ask, “Which Bible are you reading from?”  As I just said, my calling as a minister is not to give you my opinions on certain matters… “I think this, or I believe that…”  No, my calling is to teach and preach what God has already said in His Word about life and how we’re to live it.  And one of those areas in which God has been crystal clear is in the area of marriage and sexuality.  

You don’t have to be a Bible scholar to see that God states in his Word that homosexuality is a sin.  

Scriptures…Gen 19; Lev 18:22, 20:13; Rom 1:26-27; 1 Cor 6:9-10; 1 Tim 1:9-10

And it’s my belief that any minister who performs a civil union or gay marriage is ignoring the clear teaching of scripture and will be held accountable by God almighty.  

I know that this position is becoming less and less popular in today’s liberal culture, but the bottom line is that I have to answer to God someday, and that’s why his approval is the only one I care about.  So to answer the question, I will never perform and civil union or a gay marriage.  

Now having said that, I think it’s important to be reminded that homosexuality is not the only kind of sexual sin.  Many Christians have strong opinions about the sin of homosexuality but tend to look the other way when it comes to sex outside of marriage between men and women.  Both are sin in God’s eyes.  Let’s not forget that.  

What is your understanding of predestination?

Predestination is the doctrine that all events have been predetermined by God.  The early reformer, John Calvin interpreted biblical predestination to mean that God has decided who will be saved and who will remained lost.  In other words, God chooses some and he doesn’t choose others and we really have no control whatsoever over it.      

Calvin is best known for a teaching that has been summarized in the acronym TULIP.  

T -- total depravity. It means that sin is in every part of one's being, and we cannot save ourselves.
U -- unconditional election. God chooses to save people unconditionally.

L -- limited atonement. The sacrifice of Christ on the cross was for the purpose of saving certain people, known as the elect.

I -- irresistible grace. When God has chosen to save someone, He will save them.  You can not resist his grace.

P -- perseverence of the saints. Those people God chooses to save cannot lose their salvation; If they fall away, it will be only for a matter of time.

We are not a church that subscribes to Calvinist theology.  Ours would be more in line with the thinking of Jacobus Arminus who agreed with Calvin on the first point of TULIP, that our depravity is total and we cannot save ourselves.  But he disagreed with Calvin on the other points.  He taught that 
· Atonement is not limited to a select few, but that Jesus' death was for all  people, that all people have the opportunity for salvation through faith.

· Grace is resistible 

· Man has the free will to respond or resist God’s grace
· Eternal security is also conditional: All believers have full assurance of salvation with the condition that they remain in Christ. 
3) I certainly believe God is all knowing, but I have often wondered why the need for two covenants?  I understand the first one failed due to man's freewill and poor choices, and not any shortcoming on God's part, and I think it's part of God's perfect plan for it to unfold this way, but I wonder why?  

There are primarily two distinct covenants revealed in the Bible. The first covenant

encompasses “the law” of the Old Testament and the second came through Jesus Christ (the new covenant).

Jer. 31:31-34

This prophecy reveals two main characteristics of the New Covenant: (1) it will be a truly new covenant, "not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers," and (2) it will produce a regeneration experience, with the law being in men's hearts. 


Gal 3:19-24

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. Matthew 5:17
4) The laws of the U.S. are based on the 10 commandments.  I know the bible talks about obeying the laws and the leaders.  But the laws of the land are being twisted to condone sin, such as gay marriage.  Also there are other laws that are being twisted that do not conform with Christian beliefs. Does the bible tell us how to confront these types of situations and how as Christians we are to react to change them.

It’s hard to submit to the government when we think that what they’re doing is so obviously immoral.  What should the role of Christians be when it comes to the government, specifically when we don’t agree with those who are in office, when we don’t agree with decisions that are being made and laws that are being passed.  How should we respond as Christians?

Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 1 Peter 2:13-14
It’s important to note that we are a part of a democracy and not a dictatorship as was the case of the Christians to whom Peter wrote.  We don’t call our leaders “kings.”  We call them “public servants.”  So that means that the duty of every Christian citizen in the United States is to do what they can to put Christian political leaders into public office – people who will honor God, and we do what we can to see that what they do in office honors the standards of  God.     

But there are a few things to remember as Christian citizens when getting involved in politics: 

A.  Remember the limited influence of government. 

I grow weary with Christians whose hopes rise and fall with every election, who become discouraged or excited with every new law or amendment that is takes place.  And while it’s good to care about those things, we have to realize that the government is so very limited.  And if you’re looking to change people’s lives and turn people toward God, that will not happen through the changing of laws.  Changing laws simply will not change people’s hearts.  The most effective way to bring about life change is to lift up Christ and bring people to Him.  

Isn’t it significant that Jesus chose to change the world, not through political action, but through love and compassion.  He could have come as a king.  In fact, there’s a passage in John 6 where the people tried to force him to become king, but Jesus walked away.  

He refused.  

There was a political movement in Jesus’ day known as the Zealots.  And the Zealots wanted Jesus to be a part of their plan to overthrow this oppressive Roman government, and Jesus refused to have anything to do with them.  Why do you think that is?  Because he realized how limited politics are. Jesus’ goal was to seek and save the lost, and he knew that political action was not a good means to that end.  

The big political illusion in our day is that there is a political solution for every problem in life.  What is our most significant problem?  It’s the problem of sin.  And there is nothing that politics can do to help us with that.  Only Jesus Christ can save us from our sin.  

Chuck Colson said it well.  He said, “The Kingdom of God is not going to arrive on Air Force One.”  

The second thing to remember is that…

B. You stand in the shadow of the cross. 

It’s significant to me that, despite the fact that Jesus lived under a very unjust government, we have no record of him leading an attack against the government. 

He never led a protest.  He never led in civil disobedience.  In fact when he had an opportunity to lead in civil disobedience by not paying taxes, what did he say? “Pay to Caesar what is Caesar’s.”  He never demonstrated against the Romans.  He didn’t even speak out about the injustices of his own trial.  He spoke only of the Kingdom of God.  

And the point is this: Be careful that your political involvement doesn’t keep people from the only one that can truly save them. 

Having said that, I don’t believe Christians should just cave in and accept whatever we’re dealt.  Far too many Christians don’t get involved or speak out at all.  

And I think that’s in large part why it’s easier in our country to get a divorce than it is to get a car loan.  I think it’s why it’s easier for a minor to get an abortion than it is for a minor to get an aspirin from the school nurse.  I think it’s why we have nearly as many adult bookstores in our country as we do McDonalds.  

How can those things be true if 84% of the country claims to be Christian and 43% of the country went to church last weekend.  It’s because we cave in.  It’s because we’re not as involved as we should be.  And there are some issues like abortion and marriage, which at their core are Biblical issues.  They were Biblical issues long before they were political issues and we have a right and responsibility to disagree with the government when it is contrary to the Word of God.  

There is one exception to government submission and that is that we must obey God rather than men.  If you are ever forced to choose between the two, you obey God.  The best example of this in the Bible is found in Acts chapter 4.  Peter is told by the authorities that he is no longer to preach and teach about God.  He can no longer try to convert people, and he responds by saying, “Listen, we can’t help but speak about what we’ve seen and heard.  We must obey God rather than men.” So there is that exception.  
What are your thoughts on Cremation?

Sometimes Christians worry that if their body is cremated they will be ineligible for the resurrection, mainly on physical grounds.  If the body is consumed by fire, how can it be resurrected?  

When it comes to the resurrection a big miracle is needed, and I trust God, who made everything out of nothing, to sort out the molecules.  I would also add that bodies that are buried also disintegrate.  I think that cremation just speeds up what is already a natural process.   

We always want to ask what the Bible has to say, and in the Bible and I find no command in Scripture against cremation.   

However, from the earliest times in the Bible, it’s clear that burial was the proper means of dealing with dead bodies.  When Abraham’s wife Sarah died – and this is the first formal burial we find in Scripture – burial tombs were used (Gen. 23:4-6).  

In Dt. 34:5-6  we read that God himself dealt with Moses’ bodily remains and he buried him in the ground.  
Of course, the best example in the Bible is the record of the burial of Jesus Christ.  Mt. 27 tells of Joseph of Arimathea gaining permission from Pilate to bury Jesus’ body in a new tomb cut out of the rock. 

From very early in the Bible we also find the use of perfumes and spices to prepare the body for the grave.  
The only incentive I can find for cremation is economic.  Cremation is cheaper than burial.  But again to answer the question directly, there is no scriptural prohibition against cremation.  
Does a person who was baptized as a teenager, lost their way, and is now back in church need to be baptized again?

The only time I ever baptize someone who has already been baptized is when they tell that they were too young to understand the meaning of baptism and now that they’re older and have made an adult decision to repent and accept Christ they want to be baptized again.  

There is an account in Act 19 where Paul is in Ephesus and he baptizes a dozen men who had been baptized by John.  Paul told them, the reason you don’t have the Holy Spirit is because John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance, so Paul baptized them in the name of Jesus and they received the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

That’s the only record in scripture of someone being baptized a second time, but it had nothing to do with a person backsliding.  

What I would say to a teenager or an adult who has backslidden is to follow the teaching in 1 John 1:9 says that if we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

How do you forgive someone who shows no remorse for what he has done? 

Is trusting God to judge someone in the end the same thing as forgiving him?

I think the best definition of forgiveness that I’ve heard is that true forgiveness is the decision to “stop reliving the anger.”  

It is mine to avenge; I will repay. Deut 32:35
Is it right to wash and polish the car on Sunday after church?  Only if it’s the preachers’ car.

Is it right to eat out on Sunday, causing others to work?  The question comes from the principle of the Sabbath.  Working on the Sabbath day is a violation of the 4th commandment.   First, the Jewish Sabbath is on Saturday.  It always has been.  Christians began meeting on the first day of the week, on Sunday, because that was the day Jesus rose from the dead.  Christian’s refer to Sunday as the Lord’s Day.  But nowhere in scripture do we find a prohibition against working on Sunday.  Furthermore, Jesus never taught that Sunday was to be the new Sabbath day for Christians.  

In Mark 2:23…On a Sabbath day, Jesus was walking through grainfields with his disciples were with him they began to pick some heads of grain. 24 The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?”

 27 Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. 28 So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”

Do you have to be an ordained minister to baptize someone?  No  In fact, by a show of hands, how many of you have baptized someone?  In some churches, you must be an ordained minister to administer any of the sacraments, preaching, serve communion,  baptizing…but not here at MZCC.  We believe that all Christians have been called by God to minister in a variety of ways.  

